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Abstract

Current research on the Historical Jesus challenges Filipino
Christology to do a “Christology from Below” —emphasizing
the struggles and humanity of Jesus in first century Palestine
as an appropriate starting point for a meaningful and
relevant Filipino Christology today. Are our current Jesus
images mere projections of our deep desire to fashion him in
our own image? Or are they grounded on real, historical
facets of his life? Any re-appropriation of the memory of the
Jesus of history must, for the most part, become honest
appropriations of the spirit of Jesus’ historical life and
message, which focused on realizing the Kingdom of God,

particularly on behalf of the worlds’ poor and marginalized.
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Jesus Images on the Margins

Reappraising Popular Christologies

Listening to the people’s stories leads us to [this]
observation. It seems that the choice of a certain
mmage [of Jesus] 1s not due to the structure of
one’s soctal consciousness or psychological
make-up. It 1s less complex than . . . earlier
theological attempts to theorize. What made
them choose a specific image of Jesus 1s its
palpable presence during a peak experience of
God m their lives. It just happened to be there:
on their home altars, in their churches, on a
prayer book that a friend gave. It was this image
that became therr source of strength when a
family member was sick, when one was
challenged to forgive someone who caused deep
pain, when one needed guidance on what to do
m a complicated situation. One woman with
cancer said: “When I wake up at dawn in times
of pam, it 1s this 1mage that comes to mind. It 1s
m my altar. It 1s this that keeps me gomng.” In
other words, at certamn peak moments of their
lives, these images of Jesus (whether child or
adult, dymg or laughing, dejected or full of
power) mediate God’s healing, loving, and

liberating presence. If you want a theological
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savior of the world, should begin with a realistic
acknowledgment of Jesus” own life and ministry—his
commitment to the reign of God and preferential love for
society’s poor and downtrodden—and a decision not to set
aside the historical reasons for his death.

He 1s not simply God’s presence come down on earth, but
more than anything else, the human exemplification of
commitment to human welfare and development. This 1s how
salvation begins. His struggles do identify him with the long-
suffering Filipinos. But Jesus’ courageous stand agamst
persecution (Lk. 22:5253; Jn. 18:3337) challenges the pious
Filipino Catholic to always testify to the truth (Jn. 18:37) at
whatever cost, even at the cost of one’s life. We weep when
we see the Jesus who 1s whipped, flogged, and humiliated for
his beliefs. But are we willing to do the same, not only for a
tew short hours durmg Holy Week, but for every occasion
that calls for our fearless stand against mjustice and abuse?

Filipino Chrstology needs to be mspired by an mmage of
Jesus as moral teacher and prophet who fiercely and fearlessly
called to Israel’s attention the original and true spirit of the
covenant with Yahweh. Jesus not only fought agamst a
minimalistic, legalistic approach to law and morality (Mt
5:17), but also msisted that our religious rituals do not
degenerate into empty displays of piety (Mt. 6:118). Rather,
these rituals should become genuine expressions of faith mn
daily life.
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